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SIR: 



RESPONSE TO OFFICE ACTION AND REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION 

In connection with the above-referenced patent application, and in response to the Office 
Action dated February 1 0, 2005 in connection therewith, Applicants hereby traverse all outstanding 
rejections and respectfully request reconsideration of the instant application. 

In the instant application, claims 1 73 0 are pending. In the instant Office Action, claims 1 -4, 
6-19 and 21-30 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over U.S. Patent 
Application Publication No. US 2002/00327 1 7 A 1 , published on March 1 5, 2002 and filed on May 
15, 2001 by Gerald R. Malan et al (hereinafter "Malan") in view of U.S. Patent Application 
Publication No. US 2001/0005360 Al , pubUshed on June 28, 2001 and filed on December 22, 2000 
by Kyoug-Woo Lee et al (hereinafter "Lee"); and claims 5 and 20 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 
103(a) as being unpatentable over Malan and Lee as applied to claim 1 and fiirther in view of U.S. 
Patent No. 6,205,122 issued on March 20, 2001 to Azulai Sharon et al 
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By way of this submission. Applicants attach hereto a Declaration under 37 C.F.R. 1.131 
(hereinafter "the Declaration"), executed by both inventors of the instant application, which includes 
as an exhibit thereto a copy of a published paper entitled "Tracing Anonymous Packets to Their 
Approximate Source" (hereinafter "the Paper") by Hal Burch and Bill Cheswick (the inventors of the 
instant application), which paper was published on or before December 8, 2000 in Proceedings of the 
14th Systems Administration Conference (LISA 2000) , New Orleans, Louisiana, USA, December 3- 
8, 2000, USENIX Association. (Note that the Paper may be located on the USENIX web site, 
www.usenix.org, and more specifically, may be obtained from said web site at: 
http://^^ww.usenix.org/publications/library/proceedings/lisa2000/burch.html.) In particular, the 
Declaration states that the instant invention was conceived and reduced to practice prior to 
December 22, 2000, and that the publication of the Paper on or before December 8, 2000 evidences 
these facts. 

Specifically, therefore, Applicants note that the publication date of the Paper clearly precedes 
the effective date of both the Malan and Lee references. As such, Applicants respectfully submit 
that these references have been antedated by the Declaration and thus are no longer admissible prior 
art to the instant invention. Thus, Applicants traverse all of the outstanding rejections of the instant 
claims, and respectfully submit that the instant application is in condition for allowance. 

Reconsideration of this application is respectfully requested in light of this submission. The 
Examiner is invited to telephone Applicant's attorney, Kenneth M. Brown, at (908) 582 - 5998, should 
there be any questions or issues for discussion in the reconsideration of the pending application. 



RespectfiiUy, 



Hal Joseph Burch 
William R Cheswick 




Kenndfh M. Brovra, Attorney 
Reg. No. 37590 
908 - 582 - 5998 
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